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SUBJECT :TALK WITH IRISH FOREIGN MINISTER FITZGERALD 

1. EUR/NE OFFICE DIRECTOR AND DESK OFFICER SAW IRISH FOR 
EIGN MINISTER GARRET FITZGERALD OFF AT AIRPORT FEBRUARY 13 
AT CONCLUSION OF WASHINGTON ENERGY CONFERENCE AND TOOK OCCA- 
SION TO DISCUSS VARIETY OF TOPICS WITH HIM. ON CONFERENCE 
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FITZGERALD SAID IT HAD NOT GONE WELL. THE RESULTS WORKED 
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AGAINST EC UNITY AND EVEN THOUGH, HE SAID, FRENCH HAD BEEN 
"MORE OBSTINATE" THAN USUAL, DIVISIONS WITHIN EC WERE BAD 
FOR IRELAND. HE CLARIFIED THIS LATER BY SAYING THAT WITH- 
OUT UNITY, EC COULD HARDLY AGREE ON REGIONAL FUND WHICH WAS 
ESSENTIAL TO IRELAND. FRENCH SUPPORT FOR EC AGRICULTURAL 
POLICIES WAS ALSO VERY MUCH IN IRISH INTEREST. THUS, IRE- 
LAND HAD TRIED TO AVOID OPEN BREAK WITH FRENCH AT CONFERENCE. 
(FYI: DURING CONFERENCE IRISH PUSHED VERY HARD TO USE OCED 
IN PLACE OF FOLLOW-UP MACHINERY. THIS, OF COURSE, SUPPORTED 
FRENCH ATTEMPT TO VETO ANY NEW CONFERENCE RELATED MACHINERY. 
IN GENERAL, IRISH WERE NOT HELPFUL, ALTHOUGH IN THE END 
THEY ACCEPTED COMMUNIQUE.) 

2. FITZGERALD SAID EC DECLARATION GAVE THEM ENDLESS TROUBLE. 

2. FITZGERALD SAID EC DECLARATION GAVE THEM ENDLESS TROUBLE. 
AMERICANS, HE SAID, TRIED TO USE DECLARATIONS TO PAPER OVER 
SERIOUS DIFFERENCES. THIS COULD NOT BE DONE SINCE THE DIF 
FERENCES HERE WERE FUNDAMENTAL. MOREOVER, HE JOKED, WE HAD 

SERIOUS LANGUAGE DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE IRISH DID NOT UNDER- 
STAND AMERICAN WORD "PARTNERSHIP". HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT 
IT MEANT. AND THE FRENCH HAD NO WORD FOR IT. 

3. FITZGERALD SAID HE PLANNED TO RETURN IN JUNEFOR 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES. 

4. EXTENDED CONFERENCE SESSIONS AND TIGHT SCHEDULE 
PRECLUDED SEPARATE BILATERAL TALK BETWEEN SECRETARY AND 
FITZGERALD. 

5. FYI: FITZGERALD TOOK SOME BUFFETING FROM OTHER 
FOREIGN MINISTERS DURING FINAL CONFERENCE SESSION, BUT HE 
WAS IN HIGH SPIRITS FEW HOURS LATER DURING TALK WITH DEPT 
OFFS AT AIRPORT. KISSINGER 
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